
Protecting the Cambrien and Nachicapau Lakes Areas

NASKAPI ARCHAEOLOGY PROJECT
2021 and 2022 field surveys



Protecting the Cambrien and Nachicapau Lakes Areas

NASKAPI ARCHAEOLOGY PROJECT
NAP22-23: A remarkable, ancient site

on Cambrien Lake

Location of site at head of Cambrien Lake

Concentrations of fire-cracked rock visible across the terrace

We found 
many <celts=, 
probably used 
as adzes for 
woodworking. 
All were made 
from locally 
available 
siltstone. 

We found many flakes and some tools of high quality chert in a 
variety of colours, likely obtained from local geological deposits.  

Chert flakes

<Celts= (adzes or axes)

Chert hammerstone

Chert cutting / 
scraping tool

Chert cutting / 
scraping tool

Chert spear 
point or knife tip

Fire-cracked rocks

Almost all of the celts were made at the site. Kabimbetas is holding
a <rough-out= or <blank=, the first step in preparing a celt.  

The larger, working ends of the 
celts were heavily battered and 
broken, showing that they were 
used intensively at the site.

The oval shaped <pavements= of fire-cracked rocks likely 
represent the location of former dwellings and workshop areas. 
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NAP22-14 and NAP21-05A: Two important sites 

dating to the Fort McKenzie period 
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Learning from Naskapi Elders


